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January 18, 2018 
To Vermont Legislators: 

The Vermont Climate and Health Alliance is a newly formed group of Vermont 
physicians, nurses, therapists, veterinarians, researchers, health aides, and other health 
professionals who share a deep concern about the impacts of climate change on human 
health. It is our conviction that, given current fossil fuel consumption trajectories, climate 
change will become the major threat to human health in the the 21st century.  

For decades, climate scientists have been telling us that the climate and the oceans 
are sending unequivocal signals of poor planetary health. The pitch and intensity of 
those signals are now rising quickly. Based on the scientific evidence, we believe the 
underlying processes are near a tipping point, and, as such, a far more robust and 
immediate policy response is needed across the Nation. 
 
We reference two important documents. The first is the executive summary of a 
report titled “The Impacts of Climate Change on Human Health in the United States.”1 This 
comprehensive report, prepared by more than 100 experts, describes the far-reaching 
impacts of global warming on human health. The second document is a report 
prepared by the Vermont Department of Health.2 Less expansive in its scope than the 
national report, this document highlights an important subset of the many climate-
related health effects that will affect the citizens of Vermont. 
 
Building on the policy work that the Vermont Legislature has undertaken for more 
than a decade, we ask that lawmakers accelerate the development and adoption of 
policies that will mitigate this unfolding health disaster for our children and 
grandchildren. We believe the solutions will also create jobs and contribute to the 
long term economic strength of our communities. We ask that the Legislature once 
again demonstrate to the rest of the country that Vermonters have the courage, 
intelligence, creativity and compassion needed to implement sensible, fair, and 
economically sound policies that will move our state and the Nation forward. Now, 
more than ever, action at the state level is critical. 
 
We are ready to engage with you in this work by providing input related to our areas 
of expertise. We intend to weigh in, through testimony and other means, on the 
potential health benefits of proposed climate-related legislation. 
    
Sincerely, 
The Vermont Climate and Health Alliance  
www.vtcha.org 
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This letter has been endorsed by the following organizations: 

-- The Vermont Medical Society -- 

-- The Vermont Public Health Association -- 

-- The Vermont Veterinary Medical Association -- 

-- The Vermont Chapter of the American Lung Association -- 

-- The Center for Health and Learning -- 

 
This letter has been signed by the 283 Vermont medical and health  

professionals listed on the attached page. 
 
 
 
 
 

To contact VTCHA, please call or email  
 

Dan Quinlan 
VTCHA Chair 
802.760.7400 

contact@vtcha.org 
 
 
 
 
 

1 The Impacts of Climate Change on Human Health in the United States, US Global Change Research 
Program, April 2016. (www.globalchange.gov/browse/reports/executive-summary-impacts-
climate-change-human-health-united-states) 
 
2 Climate Change and Health in Vermont, Vermont Department of Health, October 2017. 
(www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/ENV_CH_WhitePaper.pdf) 
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